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 NRdered by the PARLIAMEN T, That the 
banks of this Houſe be given to Mr. Owen, 
for bis great Pains taken in bis SERMON 

preached yeſterday before the PARLIAMENT 
et Margaret's Weſtminſter, ( being 2 Day ſet apart 
For Publick Humiliation: ) And that be be deſired to 
Print bis SER MON: And that he have the like 
Privilege in Printing, as others in like Caſes have 
«ſually had. 5 . Wo 
Ordered, That Sir William Maſham do give the 
_— this Houſe to Mr. Ow £ N accord- 
2. 


Hen. Scobel, Cler. P arl. 


6. 


Commons of England 
In Parliament Aſſembled. 


SIRS, 


T* HAT God in whoſe Hand your Breath 
1s, and whoſe are all your Ways, having 
cauſed various Seaſons to paſs over you, and in 
them all mamfeſted, That his Works are Truth, 
and his Ways Judgment, calls earneſtly by them, 
for. that Walking * him, which is required 
from them who, with other diſtinguiſbing Mercies, 
are intereſted in the ſpeciality of his protecting 
Providence: As in a view of preſent Enjoyments, 
to ſacrifice to your Net, and burn Incenſe to your 
Drag, as tho' by them your Portion were Fat 
and Plenteous, 1s an exceeding provocation to the 
Eyes of his Glory; ſo to preſs to the reſidue of your 
Defires and Expe&ations by an Arm of Fleſh, 
the Deſignings and Contrivances of Carnal Reaſon, 
with outwardly appearmg Mediums of their Ac- 
compliſhment, is no leſs an Abomination to ny 
For $0. \ A; =. | | 0? 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Tho' there may be a preſent ſweetneſs to then 
that find the life of the Hand, yet their latter 
End will be, to lie down in Sorrow. That you might 
be prevailed on to give Glory to God by ſtedfaſt- 
' neſs in Believlng, committing all your Ways to him 
with Patience in Well-doing, to the the Con- 
_ of the moſt varmſhed Appearance of Carnal 
Policy, was my peculiar Aim in this enſuing Ser- 
That which added ready Willingneſs to my Obe- 
dience unto your Commands, for the Preaching 
and Publiſbing hereof, being a ſerious Propoſal 
for the Advancement and Propagation of the Go- i 
ſpel in another Nation, is here again recommended 
to your Thoughts, by 


| Your moſt humble Servant 
March 8th, 


16 0 - 3 
Fr” in our Common Maſter, 
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R OM. iv. 20. 


1 ſtaggered not at the Promiſe of God through 


Unbelief. 
N the firſt Chapters of this Epiſtle, 


de Apoſtle from Scripture, and the 
> F . 


conſtant Practice of all ſorts of Men 
of all Ages, Fews and Gentiles, Wife 


and Barbarians, proves all the World, 


and every Individual therein, to have 


ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God : And not 
only ſo, but that it was utterly impoſſible, that by 


the' 


r own ſtrength, or by virtue of any Aſſiſtance com- 
1 municated, 


” 
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municated, or Privileges enjoyed, they ſhould ever 
attain to a riehreouſneſs of their own, that might be 
acceptable to God. Iz 1 
Hereupon he concludes that Diſcourſe with theſe 
two poſitive Aﬀertions : pe bh 

1. That for what is paſt, every mouth muſt be ſtop. 

ped, and all the world become guilty before God, chap. 3. 
ver. 19. | | 
2. For the 1 though they ſhould labour to 

amend their Ways, and improve their Aſſiſtances and 


Privileges to a better Ad vantage than formerly, 5e 


by the deeds of the law, ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in the 
fight of God, Ver. 20. 

Now it being the main drift of the Apoſtle, in this 
Epiſtle, and in his whole Employment, to manifeſt 


that God hath not ſhut vp all the Sons of Men hope- 


teſs and remedileſs under this Condition, he imme- 
diately diſcovers and opens the rich Supply, which 
God in Free- grace hath made and provided, for the 
delivery of his Own from this calamitous Eſtate, even 


by the 7jghreoufneſs of Faith in Chriſt, which he un- 


foldeth, aſſerteth, proves, and vindicates from Ob- 
jections, to the end of the third Chapter. 


This being 2 Matter of ſo great Weight, as com 


priſing in itſelf the ſum of the Goſpel wherewith he 
was entruſted; the honour and exaltation of Chriſt, 
which above all he deſired; the great Deſign of God 


to be glorious in his Saints; and in a Word, the chief 
Subject of the Ambaſſage from Chriſt, to him com- 


mitted, (to wit, that they who neither have, nor by 
any means can attain a Righteouſneſs of their. own, by 
the utmoſt of their workings, may yet have that whic 

IS compleat and unrefufable in Chriſt, by believing) 
he therefore ſtrongly confirms it in the fourth Chap- 
ier, by Teſtimony and Example of the Scripture, 
with the Saints that were of old: Thereby alſo de- 
. 8 dn 


1 
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daring, That though the manifeſtation of this My- if 
ſtery, were now more fully opened by Chriſt from 1 
| zhe boſom of the Father ; yet indeed this was the F 
only way for any to appear in the Preſence of God, 1 
| ever fince Sin entred into the World. 1 
Jo make his Demonſtrations the more evident, he 
fingleth out one for an Example, who was eminently q 
known, and confeſſed by all to have been the friend 1 

if God, to have been righteous and juſtified before 1 
him, and thereon to have held {weer Communion | 
with him all his days; to wit, Abraham, the father Hf 
| according to the fleſh, of all thoſe who put in the 1 
17 of all Men for a ſhare in Righteouſneſs, by [i 
the na they did enjoy, and the Works they Y 
id im. 5 k * 
' Now concerning him, the Apoſtle proves abundant- _ 
ly in the beginning of the fourth Chapter, That the f 1 
7 which he found, and the Righteouſneſss iS 
| heattained, was purely that, and no other, which he 5 
before deſcribed ; to wit, a Righteouſneſs in the for- 8 
giueneſs of Sins, through faith in the blood of Chriſt. | 9 
Tea, and that all the Privileges and Exaltations of 

| this Abraham, which made him ſo fignal and eminent 
among the Saints of God, as to be called the Father 5 
of the faithful, were meerly from hence, That this i 
Righteouſheſs of Grace was freely diſcovered and ful- | 
ly effabliſhed unto him; an Enjoyment being granted 
him in a peculiar manner by Faith, of that Promiſe 1 
wherein the Lord Chriſt, with the whole ſpring of = 
the Righteouſneſs mentioned, was enwrapped. ' 


This the Apoſtle purſues with ſundry and various 6 
— 8 and Concluſions, to the end of Verſe 17. 1 
N 5 | 
. Having laid down this, in the next Place he gives 
us a Deſcription of that Faith of Abraham, whereby 
he became Inheritor of thoſe excellent things, 1 5 
ob as | . | the 8 


| | 
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the Adjuns of it. That as his Fuſtification was pro- 
poſed as an Example of God's dealing with us by his 
Grace, ſo his Faith might be laid down as a Pattern 


for us in the receiving that Grace. 


1. The Foundation of it, whereon it 
VVV 3 
No this he } 2. The Matter of it, what he be. 

_ doth from)  Heved. . 
F 3. The Manner of it, or how he be- 

| Ep lieved. wo 

1. From the Bottom and Foundation on which it 


refed, viz. The Omnipotency or All-ſufficiency of 


God, whereby he was able to fulfil whatever he had 
Engaged himſelf unto by Promiſe, and which he cal- 
led him to believe, ver. 14. He believed him who 


gquickned the dead; and calleth thoſe things which be 


not, as though 12 1 gp 
Two great Teſtimonies are here of the Power of 


God: 1. That he guickneth, the dead: Able he is to 


raiſe up thoſe that are dead to life again. 2. He cal 


teth things that are not, as tho they were : By his 
very Call or Word, gives Being to thoſe things which 


before were not: As when he ſid, Let there be Light, 


there was Light, Gen. 1. 3. By that very Word, con- 

manding tight to ſhine out of darkneſs, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 

_ Theſe Demonſtrations of God's All-ſufficiency, he 

confidereth in peculiar reference to what he was to 
believe; to wit, That be might be the Father of many 


Nations, ver. 1 I. of the Jews according 70 the fleſh; of 
Fews and Gentiles, according to the Faith whereof 
we Ipeak. 1 | 


% 


I. For the firſt, his Body being now dead, and Sa- 
rab's womb dead, ver. 19. he reſts on God as guick- 


ning the dead, in believing. that he Hall b. 
many Nations. OS 


| he father 


: 7 


2. For 
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4. Againſt Hape, He believed in Hope, ver. 18. 


Es 


2. For the other, That he ſhould be a Father of 
the Gentiles by Faith; the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth 
that they were not a people, Hoſ. 2. 23. The im- 
plantin g of them in his Stock, muſt be by a Power 
that calleth things that are not, as though they were; 
giving 2 new Nature and Being unto them, which 
before they had not. LE 


To bottom our ſelves Fon the All-ſufficiency of God, 


for the accompliſhment of ſuch things as are altogether 
impoſſible to any thing but that All. ſuſtciency, is Faith 
indeed, and worthy our imitation : It is allo the wiſdom 
of Faith, to pitch peculiarly on that in God, which 
is accommodated to the Difficulties wherewith it is 
to wreſtle : Is Abrabam to believe, That from his dead 


body muſt ſpring a whole Nation? He reſts on God, 
as be that quickneth the dead. 


3. His Faith is commended from the Matter of it, 


or what he did believe: Which is 1aid in general, to 


be the Promiſe of God. Verſe 20. He flaggered not ar 
the promiſe of God through unbelief. And particu- 
larly the Matter of that Promiſe is pointed at, ver. 
11, 18. that he ſhould be the father of many nations; 
that was, his being a Father of many Nations, 


of having al! nations bleſſed in bis ſeed. A Matter 
entangled with a world of Difficulties, conſidering 
the natural Inability of his Body, and the Body of 


Sarah, to be Parents of Children. 


When God calls for Believing, bis Truth and Al 


ſufficiency being imgaged, no Difficulty or Jn In- 
Polſibilities, that the thing to be believed is, or may 


be attended withal, ought to be M any weight with us; 
He who hath promiſed, is able. X | 


4. From the Manner of bis believing, which is ex- 


pteſſed Four ways. 


Here 
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Here 5 a two-fold Hope mentioned, one that was a- 
4a him, the he, that was for him. 

I. He believed againſt Hope; that is, when all Ar- 

guments which might beget Hope in him, were gainſt 


bim: Ain Hope, is againſt all motives unto Hope 


whatever. All Reaſons of natural Hope were again? 
bim : What Hope could ariſe in or by Reaſon, that 
rtoo dead Bodies ſhould be the Source and Fountain of 
wary Nations ? So that againſt all inducements of 
natural Hope, he believed. Tx 
2. He believed in Hope; that is, ſuch Hope as aroſe, as 
his Faith did, from the conſideration of God's All-ſuffi- 
Clency : This is an Adjunt@ of his Faith; it was ſuch a 
Faith as had Hope adjoined with it: And this believinę 
in Hope, when all Reaſons of Hope were away, is the 
firſt thing that is ſer down of the manner of bis Faith. 
In 4 4 of all Natural Helps, the deadneſs of all 
Means, an appearance of an utter Impoſſibility that ever 
«the Promiſe ſhould be accompliſhed, then to believe with 
. wnſeigned Hope, is a commendable Faith. 
2. He was not weak in Faith, ver. 29. Mi dSwnoac, 
not weak, is the ſecond thing. Minime tebilis : Beza. 
He was by zo means weak, A negation, that by a 
Figure (u ] doth ſtrongly aſſert the contrary to 
that which is denied. He was 20 way weak; that is, 
he was very Frong in Faith, as is afterwards expreſſed, 
ver. 20. He was ſirong in Faith, groing glory to God. 
And the Apoſite tells you, wherein this his 20t 
weakneſs did appear: Saith he, He conſidered not bis 
own Body, being now dead, whey he was about an bun- 
dred Years old, neitber yet the deadneſs of Sarah's 
Womb, ver. 19. It was ſeen in this, that his Faith cartied 
him ahove the conſideration of all Impediments that 
might lie in the way to the acconliſhment of the 
is meer weakneſs of Faith, that makes a man lie 
 poreing 


* 


2 
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poreing on the Diſßculties and ſeeming Imnpoſſibili- 
Ties that lie upon the Promiſe. We think it our 
Wiſdom and our Strength, to conſider, weigh, and 
look into the bottotn of Oppoſitions and Temptations, 
that ariſe againſt the Promiſe? Perhaps it may be the 
ſtrength of Our ficfhly carnal Reaſon ; but certainly it 
is the weakneſs of our Faith: He that is ſtrong in Faith, 
will not ſo much as debate or conſider the things that 
caſt the greateſt ſeeming Improbability, yea, Impoſſi- 
bility on the fulfilling of the Promiſe. It will not afford 
them a Debate or Diſpute of the Cauſe, nor any Con- 
fiderarion, being not weak in Faith, he conſidered not. 
3. He was fully perſtoaded, ver. 21. TMnegpognSac; 
he was perſugſionis plenis, fully perſwaded. This is 
the third thing that is obferved in the manner of bis 
believing He fully, quietly, reſolvedly caft himſelf 
on this, Thar be who had promiſed, was able to per- 
form it. As a Ship at Sea, (for ſo the word imports). 
looking about, and ſeeing Storms and Winds ariſing, 
{ts up all her Sails, and with all {peed makes to the 
Harbour. Abraham ſeeing the ſtorms of Doubts and 
and Temptations likely to riſe againſt the Promiſe 
made unto him, with full-ſail breaks through all, to 
lie down quietly in God's All-ſuificiency. And this 
UE ©: <p: DO. IM 
4. The fourth is. That he flaggered not, ver. 20. 
This is that which I have choſen to infift on unto you, 
as a choice part of the commendation of Abraham's 
Faith, which is propoſed for our imitation. 
we ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God through unbe- 
The words may be. briefly reſolved into this Doc- 
(+ » | ;: hs 
Al loggering at the Promiſes of God is from unhelief. 
What Is of any difficulty in the Text, will be clear- 
Th in opening the parts of wg Obſervation,” ot 
+, 4 ; 5 y 


Men 
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Men are apt #6 to prefend ſundry other Reaſons 
and Cauſes of their ſtaggering. The Promiſes do not 
belong unto them, God intends not their Souls in 
them, they are not ſuch and ſuch, and this makes 
them ſtagger ; when the Truth is, it is their anbe- 
lief, and that alone, that puts them into this Stag- 
gering condition. As in other things, ſo in this, we 
are apt to have many fair Pretences for foul Faults. 
To lay the Burden on the right Shoulders, I ſhall de- 
monſtrate, by God's aſſiſtance, that it is not this, or 
that, but anbelicf alone, that makes us ſtagger at the 
Promiſes. 

To make this the more plain, I muſt open theſe 
two things : 
1. What is the Promiſe here intended. 

2. What it is to ſtagger at the Promiſe. ” 

The Promiſe here mentioned, is principally that 
which Abraham believing, it was ſaid eminently, 
That it was accounted to him for Righteouſneſs : So 
the Apoſtle tells us, ver. 5. of this Chapter : When this 
was, you may ſee Gen 15. ver 6. There it is affirmed, 
that be believed the Lord, and it was accounted to 
him for Righteouſneſs. That which God had there 
ſpoken to him of, was about the multiplying of bis 
feed as the ſtars of heaven, whereas be was yet child- 
fete. + RP 5 
be laſt verſe of Chap. 14. leaves Abraham full of 

earthly Glory. He had newly conquered five Kings, 
with all their Hoſt ; honoured by the King of Sodom, 
and bleſſed by the King of Salem: And yet in the 
firſt Verſe of Chap. 15. God appearing to bim in a Vi- 
ſion, in the very entrance, bids him FEAR Nor; 
Plainly intimating, That notwithſtanding all his out- 
ward Succeſs and Glory, he had {till many Perplexi- 
ties upon his Spirit, and had need of great Conſola- 
c 
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the iy r of former Promiſes about the 
bleſſed Seed; and ſo, though he have all outward 
Advancements, yet he cannot reſt in them, Until a 
Child of God be clear in the main, in the matter of 
the great Promiſe, the buſineſs of Chriſt, the great- 
eſt outward Succeſſes and Advantages, will be ſo far 
from quieting and ſettling his Mind, that they ra- 
ther increaſe his Perplexities: They do but occaſion 
him to cry, Here is this, and that; here is Victory 
and Succeſs; here is Wealth and Peace; but here is 
not Chriſt. | 

That this was Abraham's Condition, appears from 
ver. 2. of that Chapter, where God having told him, 
That he was bis ſhield, and his exceeding great re- 
ward ; He replies, Lord God, what wilt thou groe me, 
ſeeing Igo childleſs * As it he ſhould have ſaid, Lord 
God, thou toldeſt me, when I was in Haran, now 
19 Years ago, That in me and my ſeed, all the fa- 
milies of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. 12. 3. That 
the bleſſed - bleſſing Seed ſhould be of me; but now 
I wax old, all Appearances grow up againſt the direct 
Accompliſhment of that Word, and it was that which 
above all, in following thee, I aimed at; if I am 
diſappointed therein, what ſhall 1 do? And what 


will all theſe things avail me? What will it benefit 


me, to have a multitude of earthly Enjoyments, and 
leave them in the cloſe to my Servant ? | 
I cannot but obſerve, that this fighing, mournful 
Complaint of Abraham, hath much Infirmity, and 
ſomething of Diffidence mixed with it : He ſhakes in 
the very bottom of his Soul, that Improbabilities 
were growing up, as he thought, to Impoſſibilities 
againſt him, in the way of the Promiſe : Yet hence 
alſo mark theſe two things : 8 
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I. That he doth not repine in himſelf, and keep ui 
his burning Thoughts in his Breaſt, but ſiveet! 
breaths out the burthen of his Soul, into the boſom 
of his God: Lord God, (faith he) what wilt thou give 
me, ſeeing I go childleſs 2 It is of ſincere Faith, to un- 
lade our Unbelief in the Boſom of our God. 

2. That God takes not his Servant at the Advan- 
tage of his Complaining and Diffidence; but lets 
that paſs, until having renewed the Promiſe to him, 
and ſettled his Faith, then he gives in his Teſtimony, 
That he believed God. The Lord overlooks the weak- 
neſs and cauſeleſs wailings of bis, takes them at thc 
beſt, and then grots bis Witneſs ts them, 
This, I ſay, was the Promife whereof we. fpake, 
That he ſhould have 3 /ced of his own, like the flars 
that cannot be numbred,. Gen. 15. ver. 4, 5. And here- 
in are contained three Things; FLY 

1. The purely ſpiritual part of it, that concerned 
his own Soul in Chriſt. God ingaging about his Seed, 
minds him of his own Intereſt, in the bleffing-bring- 
ing Seed. Jeſus Chriſt; with his whole Mediation, a 
his whole work of Redemption, is in this m'Ptomiſe, 

with the enjoyment of God in Covenant, ai 4 Shield, 


and as an exceeding groat Reward. 18 
2. The Kingdom of Chriſt, in feſpect of the Pro- 
pagation and Eftabliſhment of ir, with the multitude 
of his Subjects, that al ſo is in this Promis. 
3. The Temporal part of it, multitudes of Chil- 
dren to a Childleſs Man, and an Heir from his own 
W EG, 7 
Now this Promiſe. in theſe three Branches; takes 
up your whole Intereſt; compriſes all you are to be- 
lieve for, be you conſidered either as Be/zzvers, of as 
Rulers. | „ pus Wea. 
J. AS Zehevers. So your Intereſt lies in theſe two 
Things: 1. That your own Souls have a Share par 
| 1 
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Portion in the Lord. Chriſt. 2. That the Kingdom of 
the Lord Jeſus be Exalted and Eſtabliſhed. 39 
21. As Rivers: That Peace and Proſperity may be 
| the Inheritance of the Nation, is in your Defires : 
Look upon this in ſubordination to the Kingdom of 
Chifiſt 5 and ſo all theſe are in this, Promiſe. . | 
| To. make this more plain, theſe being the three 
main Things that you aim at, I ſhall lay before you 
three Promiſes, ſuited to theſe ſeveral things, which, 
vor the like, you are to View in all your Actings, 417 
| ſlaggering at them being from Dubeliaf. 
I. The firſt thing you are to believe for, is the In- 
tereſt of your own Souls in the Covenant of Grace 
by Chriſt: As to this, I ſhalt only point unto that 
Promife of the Covenant, Zeb. 8. 12. I will be merci- 
ful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins and their 
miquities I will remember no more. 5 
2. The ſecond; is the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt; in deſpite of all Oppoſition; and fox this, 
amongſt innumerable; take that of a. 60. II. There- 
fore thy gates ſhall be open continually, they ſhall not 
be ſhut day nor tight ; that men may: bring uiito thee 
the forces of the gentiles, and that thtir ings may be 
brought ; for the nation and kingdom that will not ſerve 
3. The Quiet and Peace of the Nation, which ye 
tegard as Rulers, as it ſtands in ſubordination to the 
Kingdom of Chtiſt, comes alſo under the Promiſe, 
for which, take that of Feremiab 30. 20, 21. of 
Theſe being your three main Airs, let yout Eye 
be fixed on theſe three, or the like Promiſes ; for in the 
Demonſtration and the Uſe of the Point, I fhall carry 
along all three together; defiring that what is in- 
Ne in any one, may be always extended to both 
the Other, | x 8 * 
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2. What it is to flagger at the Promiſe. He ſtag- 
ered not. & dtexojSn, he diſputed not; diaxpproym, 
is properly to make uſe of our own Judgment and 
Reaſon in diſceming of things, of what fort they be. 
Ir is ſometime rendred to doubt, Matt. 21. 21. If 
You have faith,” x, jun dMν] e, and doubt not; that 
is, not ule Arguings and Reaſonings in your ſelves, 
concerning the Promiſe, and Things promiſed. Some- 
times it {imply denotes to diſcern a thing as it is: 
So the word is uſed, 1 Cor. 11. 29. oli), To 
ov, diſcerning the Body. | 
In the Senſe wherein it is here uſed, as alſo Marr. 
21. 21. it holds out as I faid, 4 ſeif-conſultation and 
diſpute concerning thoſe contrary things that are pro- 
poſed to us. So alſo Aﬀs 10. 20. Peter is command- 
ed to obey the Viſion, und\iv  daxppopuer@, nothing 
doubting: What is that? Why a not continuing to do 
what he is ſaid to have done, ver. 17. He doubted in 
bimſelf what the Viſion he had ſeen, ſhould mean : Hie 
rolled and diſputed it in his own Thoughts; he /tae- 
r. Ns Ws | 
J ſtagger then at the Promiſe, is to take into Con- 
tideration the Promiſe itſelf, and withal, all the Dit- 
ficulties that lie in the way, for the Accompliſhment 
of it, as to a Man's on particular; and there ſo to 
d iſpute it in his Thoughts, as not fully to caſt it off, 
nor fully to cloſe with it. For Inſtance; The Soul 
conſiders the Promiſe of Free-Grace in the Blood of 
Jeſus, looks upon it, weighs, as well as it is able, 
the Truth of God, who makes the Promiſe, with 
thoſe other Conſiderations which might lead the 
Heart to reſt firmly upon it; but withal, takes into 
His Thovghts his own Unworthineſs, Sinfulneſs, Unbe- 
lief, Hypocr'ſy.; and the like; which, as he ſuppoſes, 
powerfully ſtave off the the Efficacy of the Promiſe 
rom him, Hence he knows not what to conclude: 
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If he had a grain of Faith, the Scale turns on the fide 
of the Promiſe ; the like quantity of Unbe/zef, makes 
it turn upon him; and what to do he knows not: 
Let go the Promiſe he cannot; take faſt hold he dares 
not; but here he ſiaggers and wavers to and fro. 
Thus the Soul becomes to be like Paul in another 
Caſe, Phil. 1. 23. He conſidered his own Ad vantage 
on the one ſide by his diſolution, and the Profit of 
the Churches by his abiding in the fleſh on the other; 
and taking in theſe various Thoughts, he cries out, 
He is in a ſtrazr, he ſtaggered, he was betwixt two, 
and knew not which to chuſe: Or as David, 2 Sam. 
24. 14. When he had a tender of ſeveral Corrections 
made to him, ſays, I am in a great ſtrait : He ſees Evil 
in; every, one, and knows not which to chuſe. 
A poor Creature looking upon the Promiſe, ſees, 
s he ſuppoſes, in a ſtedfaſt cloſing with the Promiſe, 
that there lies Preſumption; on the other hand, cer- 
tain Deſtruction, if he believes not; and now he Hag- 
gers, he is in a great ſtrait ; Arguments ariſe on both 
ſides, he knows not how to determine them, and 10 
hanging in ſuſpenſe, he ſlaggereth. of. 
Like a Man travelling a Journey, and meeting with 
two ſeveral Paths that promiſe both fairly, and he 
knows not which is his proper way, he gueſſes and 
gueſſes, and at length cries, Well, I know not which 
of theſe Ways I ſhould go; but this is certain, if I 
miſtake I am undone, I'll go in neither but here III 
fit down, and not move one ſtep in either of them, 
until ſome one come that can give me direQion. 
The Soul very frequently fits down in this Heſita- 
tion, and refuſes to ſtep one ſtep forwards, till God 
come mightily and lead out the Spirit to the Promiſe, 
or the Devil turn it aſide to Unbeliet 
It is, as a thing of ſmall weight in the Air; the 
yeight that it hath carries it dowmrards; and = 
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Air, with ſome breath of Wind, bears it up again; 
fo that it waves to and fro : Sometimes it ſeems as 
though it would fall, by its own weight, and ſome- 
times again as though ir would mount quite out 
of Sight, but poized between both, it toſſeth up and 
down; without any great gaining either way. 

The Promife, that draws the Soul upwagd ; and 
the weight of its Unbelief, that ſinks it downward ; 
Sometime the Promiſe attracts ſo powerfully, you 
2 think the Heart quite drawn up into it: And 
omet imes again Unbelief preſſes down, that you 
would think it gone for ever, but neither prevails 
utterly; the poor Creatures ſwags between both; this 
it id to ger: Like the Diſciples going to Enaus, 
Luke 24. ver. 14. they talked together of the things 
that were hapned, debated the Buſineſs: And ver. 22. 


they gave up the reſult of their Thoughts; They 


truſted it had been be that ſhould have redeemed Iſracl 
Fhey . truſted once, but now ſeeing him ſlain and 
crucified, they know not what to ſay to it: What 
dien: No they quite give over all truſting in him? 
No, they cannot do ſo, ver. 23, 24, 25. Certain Mo- 
men had aſtoniſhed them, and affirmed that he was riſen , 


Ita, and others going alſo to his grave, found it ſo: 


Heteupon they have communication within themſelvce, 
and are ſal; ver. 17. that is, they ſtaggered ; they 


were in a ſtaggering condition; much appears for 


hem, ſomething againſt them, they know hot what 
to do. + 'L | wy od 

A poor Soul that hath been long perplex'd in Trou- 
ble and Anxiety of Mind, finds a ſweet Promiſe, Chriſt 
in a Promiſe ſuited to all his Watts; coming with Met- 
cy to pardon him, with Love te. embrace him, with 
Blood to purge him, and is rafſed up to roll himſelf 
in ſome meaſure upon this Propfiſe; on a ſudden Ter- 
rors ariſe, Temptations grow KWerong, new . 
| break 
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break out, Chriſt in the Promiſe dies to him; Chriſt 
in the Promiſe is flain, is in the Grave, as to him: 
So that he can only figh and ſay, J truſted for deli- 
verance by Chriſt, but now all is gone again; I have 
little or no Hope, Chriſt in the Promiſe is flain to me: 
What then? Shall he give over, never more enquire 
after this buried Chriſt, but fit down: in Darkneſs and 
Sorrow ? No, hg cannot do fo: This Morning ſome 
new. Arguments of Chrift's appearance again upon the 
Soul, are made out; it may be Chriſt is not. fer ever 
oſt to him. What does he then? Stedfaſtly believe 
be cannot; totally give over he will not: He ſtaggers; 
he is full of Self. communications, and is ſad; This ir 
is to flagger at the Promiſe of God. I come now to 
prove, That notwithſtanding any Pretences whatever, 
All this ftuggering is from Unbelief. CH 
FTbe two Diſciples whom we now mentioned, that 
ſtaggered and diſputed between themſelves in their 
Journey to Enaus, thought they had a goodly Reaſoh, 
and a ſufficient appearing Cauſe of all their Doubtings: 
e boped ( ſay they) that it was be that ſhoald have 
delivered — What do they now ſtand at? Alas! 
the chief. Priefts and Rulers habt condemned bim 10 
death; and Cracified him, Luke 24. 20. And is it 
poſſible that deliverance ſhould ariſe from à Crucified 
Man? This makes them ſtagger. But when our Sa- 
viour himſelf draws nigh to them; and gives them 
the ground of all this, he tells them it is all from 
hence, they are ſobliſp and ſlow of Heats. to believe, 
ver. 25. Here is rhe riſe of all their Doubtings, even 
their Unbelief: Whilſt: you are ow of heart to be- 
lieve; do not once think of eſtabliſhment. 
_ Pater venturing upon the Waves at the Command 
of Chriſt; Matt. 14. ſeeing the Wind 0 gfow boiſtrone, 
ver. 29. he alſo hath a Storm within; and cries out, 
Ph, ſave me, What was now the Cauſe of 9 
1 n Pear 
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Fear and crying out? Why the Wind and Sea grew 
| boiſtrous, and he was ready to fink: No ſuch thing, 
but meerly Unbelief, want of Faith: Verſe 31. O thoy 
of little faith. ( faith our Saviour) wherefore didſt thou 
doubt? It was not the great Winds, but thy 21: 
Faith that made thee ſtagger. And in three or four 
other Places, upon ſeveral Occaſions, doth our Sayi- 
our lay all the wavering and ſtaggering of his Folloy- 
ers, as to any ptomiſed Mercy, upon this ſcore, as 
Matt. 6. 30. & 8. 26 | 
Ia. 7. Abaz being afraid of the Combination of 
Syria and. Ephraim againſt him, received a promiſe of 
deliverance by Hue ver. 7. whereupon the Prophet 
tells him and all Judah, That if they will not believe, 
ſurely they ſhall not be eſtabliſhed, ver. 9. He doth 
not lay, If Damaſcus and Ephraim be not broken, you 
ſhall not beeſtabliſhed ; no, the ſtick is not there. The 
fear that you will not be eſtabliſhed, ariſeth meer- 
ly from your Unbe/ief, that keeps you off from clo- 
ſing with the Promiſe, which would certainly bring 
you eſtabliſhment. | | 
And this is the ſole Reaſon the Apoſtle gives, 
why the word of Promiſe being preached, becomes 
. unprofitable, even becauſe of Unbelief: It was not 
mixed with Faith, Heb. 4. 2. Bi: 
But theſe things will be more clear under 
| * Demonſtrations of the Point, which are 
IO. 9 $8 | | l 
7. Dem.] When a Man doubts, heſitates, and diſ- 


3 putes any thing in himſelf, his Reaſonings muſt have 


their riſe either from ſomething within himſelf, 
or from ſomething in the things concerning which 
he ſtaggereth: Either Certitudo mentis, the aſſurance 
of his Mind, or Certitudo entis, the certainty of the 
thing itſelf, is wanting. 1 46 


TN. - He 


e 
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He that doubteth whether his Friend in a far Coun- 
try be alive, or no, his Staggering ariſeth from the 
Uncertainty of the Thing it ſelf: when that is made 
out, he is reſolved ; as it was with Zacob in the Caſe 
of Foſeph. But he that doubteth, whether the Needle 
in the Compaſs, being touched with the Loadſtone, 
will turn Northward ; all the Uncertainty is in his 
own Mind. | 3 | 

When Men flagger at the Promiſes, this muſt ariſe 


| either from within themſelves, or ſome occaſion muſt 


be adminiſtred hereunto from the Promiſe. If from 
within themſelves, that can be nothing but Unbelief; 
an inbred Obſtacle to cloſing with, and reſting on the 


: Promiſe, that is Unbelief; If then we demonſtrate 


that there is nothing in the Promiſe, either as to the 
matter, Or manner, or any attendency of it, that ſhould 
occafion any ſuch ſtaggering, then we lay the burden 
and blame on the right ſhoulders, the Sin of Staggering 


| on Unbe lief. | 


Now that any Occaſion is not adminiſtred, nor 
Cauſe given, of this Staggering, from the Promile, 
will appear, if we conſider ſeriouſly whence any ſuch 


Occaſion or Cauſe ſhould ariſe. All the Stability of 


2 Promiſe, depends upon the Qualifications of the Pro- 
miſer, to the Ends and Purpoſes of the Promiſe. If a 
Man make me a Promiſe to do ſuch and ſuch things 
for me, and I queſtion whether ever it will be ſo, or 
no; it muſt be from a doubt of the want of one of 
theſe things in him that makes the Promile : either 
iſt, of Trgth ; or 2dly, of Abi/zty ro make good his 
Word, becauſe of the difficulty of the thing it ſelf; or 
3dly, of Sincerity, to intend me really, what he ſpeaks 
of; or 4thly, of conſtant Memory, to take the Oppor- 
tunity of doing the thing intended; or 5thly, of Szab/e- 


neſs, to be ſtill of the ſame Mind. Now, if there be 


no want of any of theſe, in him whoſe Promiſes we 
key ſpeak 
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ſoak of there is then, certainly, no ground of our 
ta ering, but only trom our Own Unbelict: 

et us now fee whether any of theſe things be 
10 2 to the Promiſe of God: And begin we with 


55 1 there Truth in theſe Promiſes? If there he the 
leaſt occaſion in the world to ſuſpect the Truth of 
the Promiſes, or the Veracity of the Promiſer, then 
may our Rlaggering at them ariſe from thence, nd not 
from our Unbeliet. On this ground it is, Thar all 
Human Faith, that i is bottomed meerly on the Teſti. 
mony of Man, is at beſt but a probable Opinion: For 
every man 3s a Hor, and polſhbly may lye, in that very 
wing he is « Sac to us in. Tho' a Good Man will 
pot do fo, ro fave his Life; yet it is poſhble he may be 
tempted, 9 may do ſo: But now the Author of the 
/ Promiſes whereof we ſpeak, is Truth it ſelf, the God. 

of Truth, who hath taken this as his ſpecial Attribute, 
to di ſting Wk him from all other. He is the vey 
| God 07 ruth, and holds out this very Attribute in 
2 ſpecial manner, in this very thing, in making of 
his Promiſe : He is faitbfut ro forgive us our fins, 
T Joh. 1. 9. .whence his Word is faid, not only to be 
true, but Truth, Joh. 5 Truth it ſelf: All fleſh 
is asgraſs, but bis Word abideth ſor ever, Iſai. 4 7. 1. 
But yet further, that it may be evident that from 
hence there can be no occaſion of Plaggering this God 
of Truth, whoſe I IWord is Truth, hath, in' his infinite 
Wiſdom, condeſcended to our Weakneſs, and uſed all 
"ble Means to cauſe us to apprehend the Truth of 
is Promiſes. The Lord 1 ight have left us in the 
dark, to have gathered out his Mind in Will to- 
wards us, from obſcure Expreſſio s: and knowing of 
what value his Kindneſs is. it might za : fily be expetted 
that we ſhould do ſo. Men in Mi: ery, are glad to 


ay hold of the leaſt word that drops from him that 
can 
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can Relieve them, and to take Courage and Advan- 
tage upon it: As the Servants of Benhadad watched 
„ diligently what would fall from the Mouth of Ahab, 
| concerning their Maſter, then in fear of death: and 
| when he had occaſionally called him bis Brother, 
they preſently laid hold of it, and cry, Thy Brother 
- WU Benbadad; 1 King. 20.335. God might have left us, 
and yet have manifeſted much Free Grace, to have 
| gathered up falling crumbs, or occafional droppings 
| of Mercy, and Supply, that we ſhould have rejoyced | 
to have found out one word looking that way: Bur 
| to ſhut up all Objections, and to ſtop for ever the 
, © mouth of Unbelief, he hath not only ſpoken plainly, 
| WW but hath condeſcended to ule all the ways of confirm- 
ning the Truth of what he ſays and ſpeaks, that ever 
were in uſe among the Sons of Men. 

„ There be Four ways, whereby Men ſeek to obtain 
credit to what they ſpeak, as an undoubred Truth, that 
there may be no occaſion of ſtaggering. ; 

I. By often averring and affirming of the fame thing. 
When a Man ſays the ſame thing again and again, it 4 ls 
a ſign that he ſpeaks the Truth, or at leaſt that he 
would be thought ſo to do. Yea, if an honeſt Man 
do clearly, fully, plainly, often engage himſelf to us 
in the ſame thing, we count it a vile jealouſy not to 
believe the real Truth of his Intentions. Now, the 
Lord, in his Promiſes, often ſpeaks the ſame things, 
He ſpeaks once and zwice. There is not any thing that 
he hath promiſed us, but he hath done it again and 
again. For Inſtance; As if he ſhould ſay, I will be 
merciful to your fins, I pray believe me, for, I wil 
pardon your iniquities; yea, it ſhall be ſo, I will hlot 

but your iranſereſhons as a cloud. There js not an 
Want whereunto we are liable, but thus he hath dealt 
concerning it. As his Command is line upon line, ſo 
is his Promiſe. And this is one way whereby a 
© an ”\. 27 JR 
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And this is a Second way, 
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cauſeth the Truth of his Promiſes to appear. To take 
away all colour of ſtaggering, he ſpeaks once, yea twice, 


if we will hear. 

2. The ſecond way of confirming any Truth, 7s by an 
Oath. Though we fear the Truth of ſome Men, in 
their Aſſertions; yet when once they come to Swear 
any thing in Juſtice and Zudgment, there are very few 
ſo knowingly profligate, and paſt all ſenſe of God, but 
that their Aſſeverations do gain Credit, and pals for 
Truth. Hence the Apoſtle tells us, Hebr. 6. 16. that 
an Oath for confirmation, is to men an end of all ſtrife. 
Though the Truth be before ambiguous and doubtful, _ 
yet when any interpoſes with an Oath, there is no more 


Conteſt amongſt Men. That nothing may be wanting 


to win our Belief to the Promiſes of God, he hath 

taken this Courſe alſo, he hath ſworn to their Truth, 
Hebr. 5. 13. When God made Fromiſes to Abraham, 
becauſe be could fwear by no greater, be ſware by Him- 


ſelf. He confirms his Promiſe by. an Oath. O., fœlices 


nos, quorum cauſa Deus jurat ! OJwlices, ſi nec juranti 
Deo credimus ! When Chriſt came, in whom all the 


' Promiſes of God, are, Tea and Amen; to make ſure 


work of the Truth of them, he is confirmed in his 


Adminiſtrations, by an Oath : Hebr. 7. 21 He was 


made a Prieſt by an Oath, by him that ſaid, The Lord 


ſware, and will not repent, Thou art a Prieſt for ever. 


Now, I pray,.what is the cauſe of this great Con- 


deſcenſion in the God of Heaven, to confirm that 
Word, which in it ſelf is Truth, by an Oath ? The 
Apoſtle ſatisfies us as to the End aimed at, Hebr. 6. 17, 
18. This was (faith he) the Aim of God herein, That 
his People ſeeing him engaged, by two ſuch immutable 
things, as bis Promiſe and his Oath, may be aſſured, 
that there is an utter Impoſſibility that any one Word 
of His ſhould come ſhort of its Truth; or that they 


firmly reſting upon it, ſhould be deceived . 
* 3. Ar. 
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3. Another courſe whereby Men confirm the Truth 
of what they ſpeak, is, by entring into Covenant, to 
accompliſh what they have ſpoken. A Covenant gives 
ſtrength to the Truth of any Engagement. When a 
Man ' hath but told you he will do ſuch and ſuch 
Things for you, you are full of Doubts and Fears 
that he may break with you: but when he hath 
indented in a Covenant, and you can ſhew it un- 
der his Hand and Seal, you look upon that, con- 
fider that, and are very ſecure. ven this way 

| alfo hath the Lord taken, to confirm and eſtabliſh his 
Truths and Promiſes, that all Doubtings and Stag- 
| perings may be excluded, he hath wrapped them all 
up in a Covenant, and brought himfelf into a federal 
enen that upon every Occaſion, and at every 
ſemptation, we may draw out his Hand and Seal, 
and ſay to Satan and our own falſe Hearts, See here, 
behold God engaged in Covenant, to make good be 
Word wherem be bath cauſed me to put my Truft - 
And this is his Property, That he is à God keeping 
Cvenant So that having his Promiſe redoubled, and 
that confirmed by an Oazh, all ſealed and made fare 
by an unchangeable Covenant, what cag we require 
more, to aſſure us of the Truth of theſe Things? But 
Yet further : 5 


& 


4. In Things of very great Weight and Concern» 

ment, ſuch as whereon Lives, and the Peace of Na- 

tions do depend, Men wſe to give Hoſtages, for the 

| ſecuring each other of the Faith and Truth of all their 

= Engagements, that they may be mutual Pledges of their - _ 
Truth and Fidelity. Neither hath the Lord left this 

way unuſed to confirm his Promiſe : He hath given us 


5 an Hoſtage to ſecure us of his Truth; one exceedingly 
| dear to hime; one always in his boſom, of whole 
; Honour he is as careful as of his Own: Jeſus Chriſt 


is the great Hoſtage of his 1 2 Truth; the Foe 


I 
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of his Fidelity in his Promiſes : God hath ſet him 
forth, and given him to us, for this End; Behold, the 
Lord himſelf ſhall give you a Sign, ( a Len that he 
will fulfil his Word) 4 Virgin ſhall concerve, and 
bare a Son, and ſhall call his name Immanuel, Wai. 7. 14. 
That you may be aſſured of my Truth, the Virgin's 
Son ſhall be an Hoſtage of it: I him arcjall the Pro- 
miſes of God, Na and Amen. Thus alſo, to his 
Saints, be gives. the further Hoſtage of his Spirit, 
and the Firſt-truits of Glory; that the full Accom- 
[$12 apo of all his Promiſes may be contracted in a 
ittle, and preſented to their view : as the 1/raz/ites 
had the Pleaſures of Canaan, in the cluſters of Grapes 
brought from thence. | 
Now from all this, it is apparent, not only that 
there is Truth in all the Promiſes of God, but alſo 
that Truth fo confirmed, fo made out, eſtabliſhed, that 
not the leaſt Occaſion imaginable is thence adminiſtred 
to ſtaggering ot doubting. He that diſputes the Pro- 
miſe, and knows not how to cloſe with them, muſt 
find out another Cauſe of his ſo doing: As to the 
Truth of the Promile, there is no doubt at all, nor 
place for any, _ 4 TI - 
2. But Secondly, Though there be Trurb in the 
Promile,, yet there may want Ability in the Promiſer 
to accompliſh the thing Promiſed, becauſe of its ma- 
nifold Difficulties. This may be a Second cauſe of 
Staggering, if the Thing it ſelf engaged for, be not 
1 by the Ability of the Engager. As if a 
skilful Phyſician ſhould promiſe a Sick Man a Re- 
covery from his Diſeaſe; tho' he could rely upon the 
Truth and Sincerity of his Friend, yet he cannot but 
50 Mts Abu as to this, knowing, that to cure 
the leaſt Diſtemper, is not abſolutely \in_ his power: 
But when He promiſes, who is able to perform, then 
all doubting in this kind is removed. See then, wo 
tl i n . 
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ther it be ſo, in reſpect of theſe Promiſes whereof we 
ſpeak, When God comes to Abraham, to engage him- 
ſelf in that Covenant of Grace, from whence flow all 
the Promiſes whereof we treat, he lays this down as 
the bottom of all, I am (faith He; God Almigbty, Gen. 
17. I. or, God All-ſ:ficient, very well able to go 
through with what ever I promiſe. - When Ditficul- 
| ties, Temptations, and Troubles ariſe, remember who 
it is that hath Promiſed ; not only He that is True 
and Faithful, but He that is God Almighty, before 
whom nothing can ſtand, when He will accompliſh 
'his Word. And that this was a bottom of great Con- 
fidence to Abraham, the Apoſtle tells you, Rom. 4. 2r. 
Being fully per ſwaded, that be who bad promiſed, cvas able 
alſo ro perform. When God is engaged by his Word, 
his Ability is eſpecially to be eyed. The Soul is apt 
to ask how can this be? it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
ſo to me: but, He is able that bath promiſed. And this, 
Rom. 11. 23. the ſame Apoſi/e holds out to us, to fix 
our Faith upon, in reference to that great Promile of 
Re: calling the Jews, and Re- implanting them into the 
Vine, God (faith he) is able to graft them in: Tho 
now they ſeem as dead bones, yet the Lord knows 
they may live, for he is able to brearhe upon them, 
and make them zerrible as an Army with Banners.. 
Tea, fo excellent is this All-ſufficiency, this Ability 
of God to accompliſh his whole Word, that the 
Apoſtle cautions us, That we do not bound it, as 
| tho" it could go ſo far only, or ſo far: Nay, ſaith 
he, -Eph. 3. 20. He is able to do exceeding abundantly 
ebove all that we can asR or think, '© © 
When Men come to cloſe with the Promiſe indeed, 
to make a Life upon it, they are very ready to que- 
ſtion and enquire, whether it be poſſible that ever 


the Word of it ſhould be made good to them. He 
that ſees a little Boat ſwimming at Sea, obſerves no 
a U great 
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great difficulty in it, looks upon it without any ſolici- 


toufneſs of Mind at all, beholds how it toſſes up and 


down, without any fears of its ſinking: But now, let 
this Man commit his own Lite to Sea in that Bottom, 
what Enquiries will he make? What a ſearch into the 


Veel? Is it pothble (faith he) this little thing ſhould 


ſafeguard my Life in the Ocean? It is fo with us in 
our view of the Promiſes : Whilſt we conſider them 
at large as they lie in the World, alas! they are all 
true, all V and Amen, ſhall be Accompliſhed : But 
when we go to venture our Souls upon a Promiſe, in an 
Ocean of Wrath and Temptations, then every blaſt, we 
think, will overturn it, it will not bear us above all theſe 
Waves; Is it poſſible we ſhould ſwim ſafely upon the 
Plank of a Pinnace in the midſt of the Ocean ? 

No here we are apt to deceive our ſelves, and 
miſtake the whole thing in Queſtion, which is the 
bottom of many corrupted Reaſonings and perplexed 
Thoughts. We enquire whether it can be ſo to us 


as the Word holds out; when the Truth is, the Que- 


5 is not about the Nature of the Thing, but a- 
ut the Power of God. Place the Doubt aright, 
and it is this; Is God able to accompliſh what he 
hath ſpoken? Can he heal my Backſlidings ? Can he 
pardon my Sins? Can he fave my Soul? Now that 
there may be no Occaſion nor Colour of Staggering 


upon this Point, you ſee God reveals himſelf as an 
A!L-fuffecient God; as one that is able to go through 


with all his Engagements. If you will ſtagger, you 


may ſo do; this is certain, you have no Cauſe to 
do ſo from hence; there is not any Promiſe that 
ever God entred into, but he is able to perform it. 

Odject.] But you will ſay, Though God be thus 
Able, thus All. ſustcient, yet may there not be Defects 
in the Means whereby he workethꝰ as a Man may 
have a ſtrong Arm able co ſtrike his Enemies to the 


Ground, 


\ 
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Ground, but yet if he ſtrike with a Feather, or a 
Straw,'it will not be done; not for want of ſtrength 
in his Arm, but of fitneſs and ſuitableneſs in the Inſtru- 
ment whereby he aQterh. But, | 
- . Anſw.] 1. God uſing Inſtruments, they do not act 
according to their own Vertue, but according to the 
Influence of Vertue by Him to them communica- 
ted. Look, to what End ſoever God is pleaſed to 
| uſe any Means, his chuſing of them fills them with 
| FEfficacy to that purpoſe. Let the Way and Means of 
Accompliſhing what thou expeCteſt by the Promiſe, 
be in themſelves never ſo weak, yet know, that from 
God's chuſing of them to that End, they ſhall be 
filled with Vertue and Efficacy to the Accompliſh- 
ment of it. 5 Eons 92285 
2. It is expreſly affirmed of the great Mediums of 
the Promiſe, that they alſo are 45% ; that there is 
no want of Power in them for the Accompliſhment 
of the Thing promiſed. - 32s 
I. There is the Means procuring it, and that is 
Jeſus Chriſt : The Promiſes, as to the good Things 
contained in them, are purchaſed by him: And of 
him the Apoſtle affirms expreſly, That he is ABLE 
to ſave to the utmoſt, them that come to God by him, 
| Heb. 5. 27. No want here, no Defe& ; He is able 
zo do it to the utmoſt, able to ſave them that are 
tempted, Heb. 2. 18. 2 
2. There is the great Means of Manifeſiation, and 
that is the Word of God: And of this alſo it is at- 
- firmed, that it is aþ/e. It hath an All-ſufficiency in 
its kind. Paul tells the Elders of Epheſus, That the 
| Word of Grace is able to build them up, and to groe 
tbem an Inheritance among them that are ſandlified, 
n „ | » 29” 
3. There is the great Means of Operation, and that 
is the Spirit of Grace : He works the Mercy of the 
1915 U3 Tromiſe 
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Promiſe upon the Soul: He alſo is able, exceeding 
Powerful to effect the End appointed. It hath no 
Hounds, nor meaſure of Operation, but only its own 
. 
HNHence then it is apparent, in the ſecond Place, That 
there is no occaſion for Doubting; yea, that all Stag- 
gering is excluded, from the conſideration of the Abi- 
lity of the Promiſer, and the Means whereby he 
worketh. If thou continueſt to Stagger, thou muſt 
get a better Plea than this, I: cannot be, it is impoſſible. 
I tell thee nay ; but God is ab/e to accompliſh the whole 
Word of his Promiſe. But. 1 
2. There may be want of Sincerity in Promiſes and 
Engagements, which whilſt we do but ſuſpect, we 
cannot chuſe but Ragger at them. If a Man make a 
Promiſe to me, and I can ſuppoſè that he intends not 
as he ſays, but hath Reſerves to himſelf of another 
pur poſe, I-muſt needs doubt, as to the Accompliſh- 
ment of what he hath ſpoken. If the Soul may ſur- 
miſe, that the Lord intends not him ſincerely in his 
Promiſes, but reſerves ſome other Thing in his Mind, 
or that it ſhall be ſo to others, and nor to him, he 
muſt needs diſpute in himſelf, ſtagger, and keep off 
from Believing. This, then, muſt be demonſtrated in 
the Third Place, That the Promiſes of God, and God 
im all his Promiſes, are full of /incerity, ſo that none 
need fear to caſt himſelf on them, they ſhall be real 
unto him. Now concerning this, Obſerye, 
I. That God's Promiſes are not declarative of bit 
'fedret Purpoſes and Intentions. When God holds out 
; 5 any a Promiſe of the Pardon of Sin, this doth not 
 Tehify to any. ſingular Man, that it is the Purpoſe of 
God that his Sin ſhall' be.. pardoned : For if 10, then 
either all Men muſt be pardoned to whom the Word 
of Promiſe comes, which is not; or elſe God fails of 
Bis Furpoſes, and © comes ſnort of his -Imendments ; 


which 
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which would render him, either Impotent, that he 
could not, or Mutable, that he would not Eſtabliſh - 

them. But, who hath reſiſted his will? Rom. 9. He 
is the Lord, and he changeth not, Mal. 1. So that, 
though every one to whom the Promile is held out, 
hath not the Fruit of the Promiſe, yet this derogates 
not at all from the Sincerity of God in his Promiſes ; 
for he doth not hold them forth to any ſuch End and 
Purpoſe, as to declare his Intentiens concerning par- 
ticular Perſons. | 10) 

2. There are ſome abſolute Promiſes comprehenſioe 
of the Covenant of Grace, which as to all thoſe that 
belong to that Covenant, do hold out thus much of 
the Mind of God, That they ſhall certainly be Ac- 
compliſhed in, and towards them all. The Soul may 
freely be invited to venture on theſe Promiſes, with 
Aſſurance of their Efficacy towards him. 2h 

3. This God principally declares in all his Promi- 
ſes, of his Mind and Purpoſe, That every Soul, to 
whom they ſhall come, may freely reſt on; to wit 

That Faith in the Promiſes, and the Accompliſhment 6 

the Promiſes, are eg He that believeth, 
enjoy: This is moſt certain; this God declares ef his 
Mind, his Heart, towards us; That as for all the 
good Things he hath ſpoken of to us, it ſhall be to 
us according to our Faith. This, I fay, the Promiſes 
of God do ſignifie of his Purpoſe, That the Believer 
of them, ſhall be the Enjoyer of them: In them the 
Righteouſneſs of God is revealed from Faith to Faith, 
Rom. 1. 17. From the Faith of God Revealing, to 
the Faith of Man Receiving. So that upon the ma- 


* king out of any Promiſe, you may ſafely conclude, 


that upon Believing, the Mercy, the Chriſt, the 
Deliverance of this Promiſe, is mine. It is true, if a 
Man ſtand diſputing and ſtaggering, whether he have 
_ any ſhare in a Promiſe, 12 cloſe not with it by Faith, 


— 
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he may come ſhort of it; and yet without” the leaſt 
Impeachment of the Truth of the Promiſe, or Since- 
rity of the Promiſer ; for God hath not ſignified 
by them, that Men ſhall enjoy the good Things of 
them, whether they Believe, or not. Thus far the 
Promiſes of Grace are General, and carry a Truth to 
all, that there is an inviolable connexion between 
Believing, and the Enjoyment of the Things in them 
contained. And in this Truth is the Sincerity of the 
Promiſer, which can never be queſtioned, without Sin 
and Folly. And this wholly ſhuts up the Spirit from 
any occaſion of Staggering ; O ye Mlitte Faith! where- 

Jore do you doubt? Ah! leſt our ſhare be not in this 
| Promiſe ; leſt we are not intended in it: Poor Crea- 
tures! There is but this one way of keeping you off 

tom it, that is, diſputing it in your ſelves, by Unbelief. 
Here lies the Sincerity of God towards thee, That 

. Beheving, thou ſhalt not come ſhort of what thou 
aimeſt at. Here then is no room for Staggering. If 

Proclamation be made, granting Pardon to all ſuch 

+ Rebels as ſhall come in by ſuch a Seaſon, do Men uſe 

to ſtand queſtioning whether the ST Ar E bear them 

any Good-will, or no? No, faith the poor Creature, I 

will caſt my ſelf upon Their Faith and Truth engaged 
in their Proclamation ; whatever I] have deſerved in 
particular, 1 know they will be Faithful in Their Pro- 

- miles. The Goſpel-Proclamation is of Pardon to all 
Comers in, to all Believers: It is not for thee, poor 
Staggerer, to queſtion what is the Intendment to- 
wards thee in particular; but roll thy ſelf on this, 
There is an abſolute Sincerity in the Ex GAGEMENT, 

which thou may ſt freely reſt upon. But, 

4. Tho' all be preſent, Truth, Power, Sincerity ; 
yer if he that makes the Promiſe ſhould Forget, this 

were. a ground of Staggering. Pharaoh's Butler, with- 
out doubt, made large Promiſes to Fafeph, 7 
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bably ſpake the Truth according to his preſent Inten- 
tion: Afterwards ſtanding in the Preſence of Pharaoh, 
reſtored to Favour, he had doubtleſs Power enough 
to have procured the liberty of a poor innocent Priſo- 
ner: but yet this would not do, it did not profit 
Joſeph, becauſe, as the Text ſays, he did not remem- 
ber Joſeph, hut forgat him, Gen. 39. 23. This for- 
getting, made all other things uſeleſs. But neither hath 
this the leaſt Colour in Divine Promiſes. It was 
Sins Infirmity to ſay, The Lord hath forſaken me, and 
my God hath forgotten me, Iſa. 49. 14. For, ſaith the 
Lord, Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe 
ſhould not bave compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? 
Wea, they may forget, but I will not forget thee : be- 
bold, I bave graven thee upon the palms of my hands, 
and thy walls are continually before me, ver. 15, 16. 
| The Cauſes of Forgetfulneſs, are, 1. Want of Love. 
The things that Men Love not, they care not for: 
W The matters of their Love are continually in their 
Thoughts. Now ſays God to Sion, Why ſay'ſt thou, 
I have forgotten thee ? Is it for want of Love? Alas! 
the Love of a moſt tender Mother to her ſucking 
Child, comes infinitely ſhort of my Love to thee; 
My Love to thee is more fixed than ſo, and .how _ 
ſhouldeſt thou be out of my Mind? How ſhouldeſt 
| thou be forgotten? finite love will have infinite © 
| Thoughtſuineſs and Remembrance. ” : 
| 2. Mutriplicity of Buſineſs. This, with Men, is a 
Cauſe of forgetting. I had done, ſays one, as I pro- 
miſed, but multiplicity of Occaſions thruſt it out of 
my Mind, I pray excuſe me: Alas! though I Rule all 
the World, yet, Thou art graven upon the palms of my 
bonds, and therefore thy walls are continually before 
me. See alſo P/al. 77. 9. Neither then is there, as to 
this, the leaſt colour given us to /iagger at the Pro- 


. 
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J. But Laſtly, Where all other things concur, yet 
if the Perſon promiſing, be changeable, it he may alter 
his Reſalution, a Man may jultly doubt and debate 
in himſelf the Accompliſhment of any Promiſe made 
to him: It is true, may he ſay, he now ſpeaks his 
Heart and Mind, but who can ſay he will be of 
this Mind to Morrow ? may he not be turned, and 
then what becomes of the Golden Mountains that! 
promiſed my ſelf, upon his Engagement? Wheretore, 
in the Laſt place, the Lord carefully rejeQs all finful 
Surmiſes concerning the leaſt Change or Alteration in 
him or any of his Engagements. He 7s the Father of 
Lights, with whom is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turn- 
ing, Tam. 1. 18. no (ſhadow, no appearance of any ſuch 
thing. I am the Lord, (faith he) I change not; there- 
fore ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed, Mal. 3. 6. 
The Lord knows, that if any thing in us might pre- 
vail with him to alter the Word that is gone out of 
his Mouth, we ſhould ſurely periſh. We are poor 
provoking Creatures, therefore he lays our ot being 
conſumed, only on this, even his own Unchangeableſs : 
This we may reſt upon, be is of one mind, and who 
can turn him © 8 . | 
And in theſe Obſervations, have I given you the 
firſt Demonſtration of the Point: 4% ſtaggering is 
from our own Unhelief. 
2. Demon | The Experience which we have of the 
mighty Workings of God, for the Accompliſhment of 
all his Promiſes, gives light unto this thing. We 
have found it true, That where he is once engaged, 
be will certainly go through unto the* appointed Iſſue, 
though it ſtand him in the laying out of his Power 
and Wiſdom to the uttermoſt. Hab. 3. 9. Thy Bow was 
made quite naked, according to the Oaths of the Tribes, 
thy Word. If God's Oath be paſſed, and his Word 

engaged, he will ſurely Accompliſh it, though it colt 
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| him the making of bis Bow quite naked, the manife- 


ſtation of his Power to the utmoſt. an 
It is true, Never did any wait upon God for the 
Accompliſhment and Fulfilling of a Promiſe, but he 
found many Difficulties fall out between the Word 
and the Thing. So was it with Abrabam in the bu: 
ſineſs of a Son, and ſo with David in the matter of a 
Kingdom. God will have his promiſed Mercies to 
fall as the Dews upon the parched gaſping Earth; or 
as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land, lia. 
32. 2. very welcome unto the Traveller, who hath had 
the Sun beat upon his Head in his Travel all the Day. 
Zion is a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, as a 
royal diadem in the hand of her God, Iſa 62. 3. The 
Precious-ftones of a Dialem muſt be cut and poliſhed, be- 
fore they be ſet in Beauty and Glory. God will have 
oft-times the precious living Stones of Zion to have 


| many a ſharp cutting, before they come to be fully 


fixed in his Diadem: But yet in the cloſe, whatever 
Obſtacles ſtand in the way, the Promſe hath ftill 
wrought out its Paſſage : As a River, all the while it 
is ſtopped with a Dam, is ſtill working higher and 
higher, ſtill getting more and more ſtrength, until it 
bear down all before it, and obtain a free courſe to 
its appointed Place. Every time Oppoſition lies a- 


gainſt the fulfilling of the Promiſe, and ſo ſeems to 
impede it for a ſeaſon, it gets more and more Pow- 
er, until the appointed Hour be come, and then it 
bears down all before lt. | 


Were there any thing imaginable whereof we had 
not Experience, that it hath heen conquered to open 
a Door for the fulfilling of every Word of God, we 
might poſſibly, as to the Apprehenſion of that thing, 


. . 


flagger from ſome other Principle than that of C2. 


What 


krious. 


296 The Stedfaſtneſs of Promiſes, &c. preach'd 
What is there in Heaven or Earth, but God and his 
miniſtring Spirits, that hath not, at one time or other, 
ſtood up to its utmoſt Oppoſition, for the fruſtrating 
of the Word, wherein ſome or other of the Saints of 
God have put their Truſt > Devils, in their Tempta- 
tions, Baits, Subtilties, Accuſations, and Oppoſitions: 
Men, in their Counſels, Reaſonings, Contrivances, 
' Intereſts, Dominions, Combinations, Armies, Multi- 

' tudes, and the utmoſt of their Endeavours : The whole 
Frame of Nature, in its primitive inſtituted Courſe, 
Fire, Water, Day, Night, Age, Sickneſs, Death; all, 
in their Courſes, have fought againſt the Accompliſh- 
ment of the Promiſes. And what have they obtained, 
by all their Contendings ? All diſappointed, fruſtrated, 
turned back, changed, and ſerved only to make 
the Mercy of the Promiſe more amiable and glo- 


I would willingly illuſtrate this Demonſtration with 
an Inſtance, That the Almighty, All-conquering Power 
that is in the Promiſe, ſertling all faggering upon its 
* own Baſis of UNBELIEF, might be the more evi- 
dent. WET 26-0 | | 
1 might here mention Abraham, with all the Diff 
culties and appearing Impoſſibilities which the Pro- 
miſe unto him did paſs through, and caſt to the 
Ground, the Mercy of it at length ariſing out of the 
grave; for he received bis Son from the Dead, in 4 
- figure, Hebr. 11: 19. Or I might ſpeak of Jeb, 
Moſes, or David : But I ſhall rather chuſe a Pre- 
ſident from among the Works of God, in the Days 
wherein we live; and that in a buſineſs, concerning 
Which, we may ſet up our Eben-Ezer, and ſay, Thus 
Jar God hath been an Helper. 1 
Lock upon the Affair of 1re/and: The Engagement 
of the Great. God of Revenges againſt Murder . and 
Treachery, the Intereſt of the Lord Chriſt and his 
1H 3 Kingdom 
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Ss W Kingdom againſt the Man of Sin, furniſhed the Un- 
| dertakers with manifold Promiſes to carry them out 
to a deſired, a bleſſed Iſſue. Take now a brief view 
of ſome Mountains of Oppoſition tHat lay in the way 
againſt any Succeſs in that Place; and hear the Lord 
| faying to every one of them, Who art thou, O great 
Mountain? Before my People thou ſhalt be made a 
ch. 4. 7. 5 
Not to mention the Strivings and Struglings of 
| wo manner of People, in the womb of this Nation, 
- totally obſtructing for a long time the bringing forth 
of any Deliverance for Veland; nor yet that mighty 
Mountain (which ſome miſ named a Level) that 
thought at once to have locked an everlaſting Door 
upon that Expedition; I ſhall propoſe ſome few (of 
many) that have attended it. | — 
. = 1. The Silence that hath been in Heaven for half an 
h W tor, as to this Buſmeſs : The great Ceſſation of 
Tt WF Prayers in the Heavens, of many Churches, hath been 
S vo {mall Mountain in the Way of the Promiſe. When 
Gd will do Good for Zion, he requires that his Re- 
| membrancers give him no Reſt, until he do it, Iſai. 62. 7. 
and yer ſometimes, in the cloſe of their Supplications, 
gives them an Anſwer, by terrible things, Pal. 65. 5. 
fe is ſometimes Sent to the Prayers of bis People, 
Pal. 28. 1. Is not then a Grant rare, when his 
, | People are ſilent as to Prayers? Of how many Con- 
, repations in this Nation, may the Prayers, Tears, and 
; teens for the carrying on of the Work of God 
i in IXEL AND, be written with the lines of emprineſs ? 
5 What a Silence bath been in the Heaven of many + 
Churches, for this /aft half hour? How many that 
began with the Lord in that Work, did never facri- 
; | tice at the Altar of Zehova niſi; nor conſidered: that 
| the Lord hath ſworn to have War with ſuch Ama- 
| &kites as are there, from generation to Ore 
| x0d, 
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Exod. 17. 15, 16. They have forgotten, that Ireland 
was the firſt of the Nations that laid wait for the 
Blood of God's People defiring to enter into his Reſt; 
and therfore their latter end fhall be, to periſh for 
ever, Numb. 24. 20. Many are as angry as 7onah, 
not that Babylon is ſpared, but that it is not ipared, 
Hath not this been held out as a Mountain? What 
will you now do, when ſuch or ſuch, theſe and thoſe 
Men, of this or that Party, look upon you as rhe 
graſs upon the bouſe tops, which withereth afore it 
groweth ap; wherewinh the mower filleth not bis band, 
nur be that bindeth ſheaves his boſom; that will not 
ſo much as ſay, The ble/fing of the Lord be upon you, 
we bleſs you in the name of the Lord? But now 
ſhall the Faithleſneſs of Men, make the Faith God of 
none ect? Shall the Kingdom of Chriſt-ſutter, becauſe 
ſome of thoſe that are his, what through Carnal Wiſ⸗ 
dom, what through Spiritual Folly, refuſe to come 
forth to his help qgainſi the mighty? No, doubtleſs! 
The Lord ſees it, and it diſpleaſes bim; he ſees that 
there is no man, and wonders that there is no inter- 
ceſſour (even marvels that there are no more Sup- 
tons on this behalf) therefore his own arm 
ought ſalvation to him, and his own righteouſneſs it 
Suſtained him He put on righteouſneſs as a breaft- 
plate, and an helmet of ſalvation upon his head : and 
be put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and 
was clad with zeal as a cloak : According to their 
deeds, accordingly be will repay, fury to bis adverſaries, 
recompence 10 2 enemies, to the iſiand he will repay 
recompence; Wai. 59. 15, 16, 17, 18. Some Mens 
not Praying, ſhall not hinder the Promiſes Accom- 
pliſhing. They may ſooner diſcover an Idol in them- 
ſelves, than diſappoint the Living God: This was 4 
Mountain. 8 


2 Out 
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2. Our own Advices and Counſels have often ſtood 
in the way of the Promiſes bringing forth : This is 
not a Time nor Place for Narrations : So I ſhall only 
ſay to this in general, That if the choiceſt and moſt 
rational Advices of the Army had not been overiwayed 
by the Providence of God, in all probability your 
Affairs had been more than ten degrees backward, to 
the Condition wherein they are. 

3. The viſible Oppoſition of the combined Enemy in 
that Nation, ſeemed, as to our Strength, unconquer- 
able. The Wiſeman tells us, that à three-fold cord 
is not eafily broken . Ireland had a frve-fold Cord to 
make ſtrong Bands for Zion, twiſted together: Never 
(I think) did ſuch different Intereſts bear with one 
another. tor the compaſſing of one Common End. 

He that met the Lyoz, the Fox, and the 4ſs travel- 
ing together, wonder'd, gxo und iter facerent, Whi- 
ther theſe ill-matchr Aflociares did bend their Courſe! 
neither did his Marvelling ceaſe, when he heard 
they were going a Pilgrimage, in a buſineſs of De- 
a. | 

Je that ſhould meet Proteflants, Covenanted Pro- 
teſtants, that had ſworn, in the Preſence of the Great 
God, to extirpate Fopery and Prelacy, as the Scots in 
Ufer; Others, that counted themſelves under no 


| lefs ſacred Bond, for the maintenance of Prelutes, 


Service- Book, and the like, as the whole Party of 
Ormond's Adherents ; joined with a mighty Number 
that had for Eight Years together ſealed their Vows 
to the Romiſb Religion, with our Blood and their own, 
adding to them thoſe that were profound to revolt up 
and down, as ſuited their own Intereſt, as ſome in 
Munfter'; All clofing with that Party, which them- 
ſelves had laboured to render moſt odious and exe- 


crable, as moſt defiled with Innocent Blood: He, I 


fay, that ſhould ſee all theſe, after ſeven Years _ 
? tu 


Lf 
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tual Conflicting, and imbruing their Hands in each 
other's Blood, to march all one Way together, cannot 
bur marvel, quo und iter facerent, Whither they 
ſhould journey ſo friendly together. Neither, ſurely, 
would his Admiration be leflened, when he ſhould 
hear, That the firſt thing they intended and agreed 
upon, was, To cover the Innocent Blood of 41 ; con- 
trary to that Promiſe, Behold, the Lord cometh out f 
bis place, to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity ; the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe ber blood, 
and ſhall no more cover ber ſlain ; Iſal. 26. 21. And 
next of all, To eſtabliſh Catholick Religion, or the 
Kingdom of Babel, in the whole Nation, in oppoſition 
to the Ingaged Truth, and in our days viſibly mani- 
feſted Power of the Lord Jeſus : with ſundry ſuch- 
like things, contrary. to their Science and Conſcience, 
their Covenant and Light, yea, the Truſt and Honeſty, 
of moſt of the chief Leaders of them. 

Nou, how can the Promiſe ſtand in the Way of 
this Hydra? What ſays it to this Combined Oppoſi- 
tion? Why, firſt, fairh the Lord, Thowgh hand join 
in hand, the wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed, Prov. 11. 
21. Their Covering ſhall be too ſhort, and narrow, 
to hide the Blood which God will have diſcloſed. 

And, ſecondly, Though they will give their Fower 
to the Beaſt, and fight againſt the Lamb, conſenting 
in this, who agree in nothing elſe in the world; yet 
they ſhall be-broten in pieces: though they Aſſociate 
 themſetves, they ſhall be broken in pieces: If Regin, 
and the Son of Remaliab, Syria and Ephraim, old 
Adverſaries, combine together for a new Enmity a- 
gainſt Judah: If Covenant and Prelacy, Popery and 
Treachery, Blood and (as to that) Innocency, joyn 
hand in hand, to ſtand in the way of the Promile ; 
a I will not in this Joyn with them, ſays the Lord. 

hough they were preſerved all diſtinly = e 
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ſeveral Intereſts for ſeven Years, in their mutual Con- 
flicts, that they might be Scourges to one another; 
yet if they cloſe, to keep oft the Engagement of God 


in the Word of his Promiſe, not much more than the 


fourth part of one Year ſhall conſume ſome of them 

to * and fill the reſidue with Ind ignation and 
UN: | 

pl what Means God hath mightily and effectually 

wrought, by mixing Folly with their Counſels, putting 

Fear, ,Terror, and Amazedneſs upon all their Under- 

takings, to carry on his own Purpoſe, I could eafily 


give configerable Inſtances. That which hath been 


ſpoken in General, may ſuffice to bottom us on 2048, 
hat whilſt we are in the way of God, all Haggering 


t the Iſſue, is from Unbelizf; for he can, he will do 


more ſuch things as theſe. . 


_ Uſe 1.1] My Eft Uſe ſhall be, as unto Temporals; 


for they alſo (as I told you) come under the Promiſe, 
not to be ſtaggered at, with the Limitations before- 
mentioned. Learn hence, then, zo live more by Faith 
in all your Actings: Believe, and you ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 
I have, in the days f my pilgrimage, ſeen this evil 
under the ſun : Many Profeſſors of the Goſpel, called 
out to Publick Actings, have made it their great De- 


ſign to manage all their Affairs with Wiſdom and Poli- 
cy, like the men of the reſidue of the nations; living by 
Faith upon the Promiſes, hath appeared to them as 
too low a thing for the Condition and Employment 


wherein they now are : Now they muſt Plot, and Con- 
trive, and Deſign, lay down Principles of Carnal Fleſhly 
Wiſdom, to be purſued to the uttermoſt : And whar, I 


: pray, hath been the Iſſue of ſuch Undertakings? 
I. Firſt, The Power of Religion hath totally been 
_ devouted, by that lean, hungry, never-to-be-ſatisfied 


of Carnal Policy : No figns left that it was ever 


1s their boſoms, Conformity unto Chyiſt in Golpel 
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Graces, is looked on 1s 4 mean, contemptible thick ; | 
Some of them have fallen to downright Atheiſm, mott | 
of them to wretched Formality in the Things of God. 
” _»_ . N 

2. Secondly, Their Plots and Undertakings have 
generally proved Tympanous and Birthleſs; Vexation 
and Diſappointment hath been the portion of the reſe- 
due of their days. The ceaſing to lean upon the Lord, 
and ſtriving to be wiſe in our Actings, like the Men 
of the World, hath made more Rehoboams, than any 
one Thing in this Generation. ——_, -” | 

What now lies at the bottom of all this > Meerh 
ſtaggering at the Promiſe, through Unbehef. What 
Building is that like to be, which has a ſtaggering Foun- 
dation? When God anſwers not Saul, he goes to the 
Devil. When the Promiſe will not ſupport us, we go 
to Carnal. Policy: neither can it otherwiſe be. Engaged 
Men, finding one way diſappoint them, preſently be- 
take themſelves to another. If Men begin once to flag 
ger at the Promiſe, and to conclude in their fears, That 
it will not receive Accompliſhment, That the Fountain 
will be dry; they cannot but think it high time to di 
Cfterns for themielyes. When David ſays, he /hal 
one day periſh by the hand of Saul, Whatever God had 
ſaid to the contrary) his next Advice is, Ler me #0 
zo the Philiſtmes : And what Succeſs he had in that 
Undertaking, you know. Political Diverſſons, from 
pure dependance on the Promiſe, do altbays drato after 
them a long train of Entanglements. 


Give me leave to give a Word of Caution againft 
one or to Things which Men ſtaggering at the 
Promiſes through Unbelief, do ufually, in their 
"Carnal Wiſdom, run into, for the compaſſing of 

the Thing aimed àt, That they may not be found 


in your Honourable Aſſembly. 
NG 1. Take 


my 


>: | 1. Take beed of a various management of Religion, of 
oft © the Things of God, to the advantage of the preſent poſture 
d. and condition of your Affairs. The Things of Chriſt 
* ſhould be as Zo/ſepb's Sheaf, to which all others ſhould 
ve |Þ bowe. When they are made to cringe, and bend, and 
on put on a flattering Countenance, to allure any ſort of 
. [© Men into their Intereſt, they are no more the Things of 
d, Chriſt. I would it had not been too evident formerly, 
en That Men entangled in their Affairs, enjoying Autho- 
ny ty, have with all Induſtry and Diligence purſued 
* ſuch and ſuch an Appearance of Religion; not that 
ry [I themſelves were ſo paſſionately affected with it, but 
at meerly for the Satisfaction of Some, in that, whoſe 
m. | Afﬀiſtance and Compliance they needed for other 
he things. Oh ! let not the Things of God be immixed 
go amy more with Carnal Reaſonings. His Truths are all 
ed eternal and unchangeable. Give them at once the 
e. | Sovereignty of your Souls, and have not the leaſt 
thought of making them bend, to ſerve your own Ends, 
at I tho good and righteous. Think not to get the Promile, 
in like Jacob, by repreſenting your ſelves in the Things of 
lis | God for other than you are. by 
xt! 2. Hide no Truth of God, as to that way of manifeſta- 
ad ion which to you is committed, for fear it ſhould prove 
go frrejudicial to 7 na Affairs. That Influence and Signa- 
at ture of your Power, which is due to any Truth of God, 
n let it not be with-held by Carnal Reaſonings. I might 
er further draw out theſe, and ſuch like things as theſe; 
| the Warning is, To live upon the Faith of that Pro- 
miſe, which ſhall ſurely be eſtabliſhed, without turning, 
xt aide to needleſs crooked paths of your own. — . 
he Uſe 2.] Secondly, Be faithful in doing all the work 
ir of God whereunto you are engaged, as be is faithful 
of in working all your warks whereunto he is engaged. 
nd Your Work whereunto (whilſt you are in his ways) 
5 Cad is engaged i your Safety and Protection. God's 
ke . Work 


r 
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Work whereunto you are engaged, is the propagating 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the ſetting up of the 
& Standard of the Goſpel. So far as you find God going 
on with your Work, go you on with his. How is it, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is, in Ire/and only, as a Lion ſtaining 
all bis garments with the blood of his Enemies, and none 
to hold him cut as a Lamb ſprinkled with his own blood 
to his Friends? Is it the Sovereignty and Intereſt of 
England that is alone to be there tranſacted > For my 
part, I ſee no farther into the MysTexy of theſe 
things, but that I could heartily rejoyce, That Inno- 
cent Blood being expiated, the Ir; might enjoy Ire- 
land fo long as the Moon endureth, 10 that Jeſus Chriſt 
might poſſeſs the Tr;/h. But God having ſuffered thoſe 
ſworn Vaſſals of the nan of ſin to break out into ſuch 
ways of Villany, as render them obnoxious unto Ver- 
geance, upon ſuch Rules of Government amonett 
Men, as he hath appointed: Is there therefore no- 
thing to be done, but to give a Cup of Blood into their 
Hands? Doubtleſs, the way whereby God will bring 
the followers after the Beaſt to condign Deſtrud᷑ion, 
For all their Enmity to the Lord ſeſus, will be, by 
ſuffering them to run into ſuch Practices againft Men, 
as ſhall righteouſly expoſe them to Vengeance, accord- 
ing to acknowledged Principles among the Sons of 
Men. But is this all? Hath he no further Aim? Is 
not all this, to make way for the Lord Jeſus to take 
poſſeſſion of his lone-fince promiſed Inheritance? And 
ſhall we ſtop at the firſt Part? Is this to deal fairly 
with the Lord Jeſus ? call him out to the Battle, 
and then keep away his Crown'? God hath been 
faithful, in doing Great Things for you ; be ye 
Fiithful in this one, Do your utmoſt, for the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel in Ireland | 


i. ; : Give 
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— Give me leave to add a few Motives to this 
ng COLE i. 4: = 
he I. They want it. No want like theirs who want 
ng the Goſpel. I would there were, for the preſent, one 
it, © Goſpel Preacher for every Walled Town in the Eng- 
ne eth, and he People periſh for want. of Knowledge : 
od Many rum to and Iro, but it is upon other Deſigns; 
of Knowledge is not increaſccl. 3 : 
ny 23 they. are ſenſible of their Wants, and cry out for 
ele Supply. The Tears and Cries of the Inhabitants of Dab. 
10+ In, after the Manifeſtations of Chriſt, are ever in my 
re- view. If they were in the Dark, and loved to habe 
it it , it might ſomething cloſe a Door upon the Bow- 
oſt © els of our Compaſſion: But they cry out of their 
ch Darkneſs, and are ready to follow 'every one whoſo- 
en ever, to have a Candle. If their being Goſpelleſs, 
plt move not our Hearts; it is hoped their importunate 
no- Cries vill diſquiet our Reſt, and wreſt help, as a Beg- 
ei n 1 
ing 3. Seducers and Blaſphemers will not be wanting 
on, to ſow their Iares, which thoſe Fallowed Fields will 
by receive, if there be none to caſt in the Seed of the 
en, Word. Some are come over thither already with- 
d- out Call, without Employments, to no other End, 
of but only to vaunt themſelves to be God, as they have 
I dᷓone in the open Streets with deteſtable Pride, Athe- 
Ake 1ſm,, and Folly. So that, as IREL 4 ND was here- 
d tofore termed by ſome in Civil things, 4 Frippery of 
ly WW Bankrupts, for the great number of Perſons of Broken 
tle Eftates that went thither : So, doubtleſs, in Religion, 
eel it will pr ove a Frippery of Monſ(I rolls, Enormoas, Con- 


ye tradictious Opinions, if the Work of Preaching the 
c- Word of Truth and Sôberneſs, be not carried on. And 

tif this be the Iſſue of your preſent Undertakings, Will 
it be acceptable, think you to the LORD EIB 
e OO . That 
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That you have uſed his POWER and MI GHT, to 
make way for ſuch THI NGS as his Soul abhors? 
. wi it be for his Honour, That the People 
whom he hath ſought to himſelf with ſo bjgh 4 hand 
ſhould, at the very entrance of his taking Poſſeſſion, 
be leavened with thoſe high and heavenly Notions, 
which have an open and U tendency to 
Earchly and Fleſhly Dunghill Practices? Or, 

2. Will it be for the Credit and Honour of your 
Profeſſion of the GOSPEL, that ſuch a breach ſhould 
be under your band? That it ſhould be (as it were) 
by your Means? Will it not be 'a Sword, and an Arrow, 
ah Maul in the Hands of your Obſervers ? Who can 


bear Wie Job Scandal that would accrue? Scandal to 


the Magiftrates, Scandal to the Miniſters of this Ge- 
neration, in neglecting ſach an Opportunity of advan- 
eing the GOSPEL; fleeping all the day, whilft 


others ſow Tares. 


- 3. Where will be the hoped, the expected Conſola- 


tion of this great Affair, when the Teſtimony and 


* 


Pledge of the peculiar Preſence of CHRIST among 


x * 


us, upon ſuch an IS SU E, ſhall be wanting ? 
lat then ſhall we do? This Thing is often ſþ6 


Len of, ſeldom driven to any cloſe! 
1. Pray; pray the Lord of the Harveſt, That he 


would ſend out, That he world thruſt forth Labou- 
Vers into bis Harogſt. The Labqurers are ready to 
y, There is a Lyon inthe way , Difficulties to be con- 
ended wirhal: And to, ſome Men it is hard ſeeing a 
Clo G'OD through Difficulties : When, if it would 
bit clodth irfelt with a few cattal Advantages, how 
Apparent is it to them! They can e it through a lit- 
te Cranny. Be'earneft then with the Maſter of theſe 
Tatotrers, in whole hand is their life and breath, and 
% their ways, That he would powerfully Conſtruin 
them to be willing to enter into the Fields, that are 
white for the Haryeft. TATE SE ET. 


2. Make 
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2. Make ſuch Proviſion, that thoſe who will go, 
may be fenced from outward Straits and Fears, ſo tar 
as the uncertainty of Humane Affairs in General, and 
the preſent rumultuating Perturbations will admit. And 
let not, I beſcech you, this be the buſineſs of an un- 
urſued Order. But, Hs : 
3. Let ſome be appointed (Generals die and fink 
by themſelves) to Conſider this thing, and to hear 
what fober PROPOSALS may be made by any 
whoſe Hearts God ſhall ſtir up to fo good a Work. 
This, I ſay, is a Work wherein God expefteth 
Faithfulnefs from you: Stagger not at his Promiſes, 
not your own Duty. However, by all Means poflible 
Mg Bufineſs, I have ſtriven to deliver uh on 
Once more; To this of Faith, let me Rir you 

to, another Work of Love, and hrs in hag ——— of 
many poor periſhing Creatures, that want all Things 
18 for 145 Kultendatten of Life; poor Parentleſs 
Children, that ie Begging, Starving, Rotting in the 
Streets, and find no Relief; yea, Perſons of Quality, 
that have loſt their deareſt Relations in your Service, 
Feking for Bread, and finding none. Oh, that ſome 
Thoughts of this alſo, might be ſeriouſly committed 
do them that ſhall take care for the Goſpel. 
Toy e z.] Idefire now to make more particular Appli- 
cation of the Doctrine, as to things purely Spiritual: 
Until you know how to Believe for your own Souls, you 
will ſcarcely know how to Believe for a Nation. Let 
this then teach us, To Jay the burden and trouble 
our Lives upon the right Shoulder. In our S TA G- 
GERINGS, our Doubtings, our Diſputes, we are 
apt to aſſign this and that Reaſon of them; when the 
ſole Reaſon indeed is, our Unbelief. Were it not for 
ſuch a Cauſe, or ſuch a Cauſe, I could Believe; that 
is, were there no need of Faith; That is, Faith muſt 
FFF X 4 remove 
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| | \ | 4 | . 
remove the Mountains that lie in the way, and then 
all will be plain. It is not the greatneſs of Sin, nor 
ccntinuance in Sin, nor backſliding into Sin, that 
is the true Cauſe of thy Staggering, whatever thou 
pretendeſt: The removal of all theſe is from that Pro- 
miſe, whoſe Stability and Certainty, I before laid 
forth, bur ſolely from thy Unbelief, That root of bit. 
terneſs, which ſprings up and troubles thee. It is not 
the diſtance of the Earth from the Sun, nor the Sun's 
withdrawing itſelf, that makesa dark and gloomy Day, 
but the interpoſition of Clouds and vaporous Exhala- 
tions. Neither is thy Soul beyond the reach of the 
Promiſe; nor doth God withdraw himſelf; but the 
Vapours of thy carnal unbelieving Heart do cloud thee. 
It is ſaid of one Place, Chriſi could do no great Work 
there: Why ſo? For want of Power in him? Nat at 
all, but meerly for want of Faith in them: it was be- 
cauſe of their Unbelief. The Promiſe can do no great 
Work upon thy Heart, to humble thee, to pardon, to 
quiet thee. Is it for want of Fulneſs and Truth there- 
in? Not at all: But meerly for want of Faith in thee, 
that keeps it off. Men complain, That were it not 
for ſuch things and ſuch things, they could believe; 
when it is their Unbelief that caſts thoſe Rubs in the 
way. As if a Man ſhould caſt Nails and ſharp Stones 
in his: own way, and ſay, Verily I could run, were it nat 
for thoſe Nails and Stones, when he continues him- 
ſelf to caſt them there. You could Believe, were it 


not for theſe Doubts and Difficulties, theſe ſtaggering 
Perplexities, when alas! they are all from your Un- 


Le a.] See the ſonſulneſs of all rhoſe ſtaggering Doubts 
vn] Perplexities, wherewith many poor Souls bave al- 
molt all their Thoughts taken up: Such as is the Root, 

ſuch is the Fruit. If the Dee be evil, ſo will the 
Fruit be alſo. Men do not gather Grapes from Brambles. 
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What is the Root that bears this Fruit of Staggering? 


Is it not the evil Root of Vubelief? And can any Good 
come from thence ? Are not all the Streams of the 
fame Nature with* the Fountain? If that be bitter, 
can they be ſweet ? If the Body be full of Poyſon, 


will not the Branches have their Venom alſo 2 Sure- 


ly, if the Mother (Unbelief) be the Mouth of Hell 


the Daughters ( Staggerings ) are not the Gates of 


Heaven. | | 
Of the Sin of Unbelief, I ſhall not now ſpeak at 


large: It is in Sum, Ihe Univerſal Oppoſition of 


ae Soul unto God : All other Sins ariſe againſt ſome- 


. thing or other of his revealed Will: Only Unbe- 


lief ſets up itſelf in a direct ContradiQtion to all of 
him that is known. Hence the weight of Condem- 
nation in the Goſpel is conſtantly laid on this Sin. 
He that believeth not, on him the wrath of God abideth : 
he ſhall be damned. Now, as every drop of Sea-water 
retains the brackiſhneſs and ſaltneſs of the whole, ſo 
every ſtaggering Doubt that is an iſſue of this Unbe- 
belief, hath in it the unſavourineſs and diſtaſtfulneſs 
unto God that is in the whole. 

Further, to give you a little light into what accept- 
ance our ſtaggering Thoughts find with the Lord, ac- 
cording to which, muſt be our Eſteem of all that is 
In us: | | 
| 1. They Grieve him. 
Obſerve, that < 2. They Provoke him. 
62 ti IR 3. They Diſbonour him. 


I. Such a frame grieves the Lord. Nothing more 


preſſes true Love, than to have any, Appearance of 


Suſpicion, Chriſt comes to Peter and asks him, Si- 
mon, Son of Jonas, loveſt thou me? Joh. 21. 15. Peter 


ſeems glad of an opportunity to confeſs him, and his 
Love to him, whom not long fince he had _— 
„ 5 Iu I EEE: and 
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= — readily, Yea, Lord, thou knoweſt that. I 
8 ether. But when Chriſt comes with the ſame 


tion. again and again, the Holy Ghoſt tells us, 
ter was £rieved, becauſe he Jaid unto him the third 


rune, Lougſt thou me ? It exceedingly troubled Peter, 
That his Love ſhould come under ſo many Queſtion- 
ings, Which he Knew to be ſincere. The Love of Chriſt 


40 his, is infinitely beyond the Love of his to him. 


All our Doubtings are nothing but ſo many Que- 


Ys 75 of his Lore. We cry, Lend Feſus, Lovefl 
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e ur and again, Lord Fefus, Loveſt thou us? and 

at with diftruſtful Hearts and Thoughts, That 
it us not, it cannot be. Speaking of the Unbelieving 
5555 the Hoby Ghoſt tells us, Jgſus was grieved for 
the hardycfs of their bearts, Mark 3.5. And as it is 
bitter to him in the Root, To alſo in the Fruit. Our 
Sragger inet and Debates, when we have a Word of 
Promile, is a. Grief to his Holy Spirit, as the unkind- 
eſt return we can make unto his Love. 
2. 11t:; provokes bim. How can this be (ſays Zecha- 
riab) 1bat I ſhoutd bave a ſor ? This fhall be, (faith 
the Lord) and thou thy ſelt, for thy queſtioning, ſhalt 
he a Sign of it, Thou ſhalt be dumb, and not ſpeak, 
Luke 1. His Doubting was a Provocation : And our 
Saviour: exprelics no leſs in that bitter Reproof to his 
Diſciples, upon their Wavering, Matt. 17. 17. O faith- 
leſs and perverſe generation, how long ſhall I be wirb 
you? How Jong. fhal! I ſuffer-you? that is, in this Un- 
believing. frame. Poor Souls are apt to admire the 
Patience of God. in other Matters, That he ſpared 
hem in ſuch and ſuch Stfus, at ſuch and ſuch times 
of Danger; but his exceeding Patience towards them 
In their carnal Reaſonings, and fleſ}fly. Objections a- 
-gainſt Believing, this they admire not; nay, generally 
they think it ſhould be {0 : God would not have them 
One ſtepffarther. Nay, they could be morgtedfaſt in 
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Believing, as they ſuppoſe, might it ſtand with the 
good Wil of God; when all this while, this frame, 
of all others, is the greateſt provocation to the Lerd; 
5 never 19 25 more Forbearance, tit about this 
kind of Unbelief. 

hen the Spies had gone into Cana, had ſeen the 


Lind, and ah of the good Fruit of it, then to r- 


pine, then to queſtion whether God would bring 


them into it or no; this cauſed the Lord 20 ſwear 


in bis wratb, that they ſhould not enter imo bis wet. 
When God hath bronghr Men to the Botdets of Hea- 


ven, diſcovered to them the Riches and Excelleney 


of his Grace, admitted them to enter às Spies into 
the Kingdom of Glory, then to fäll a ſtaggeting whe- 
ther he ſntends chem 2h Entrance or be, Ether wd 


lies heavy on him. The like may be ſaid of all Pro- 


med Mercies and Deliverances whatſoever: 


That this is a Provocution, the Lofd "hath abun- | 


dantly teRified, inaſmuch as for it, he hath often- 
times ſirttched ſweet Morfels from the Months'bf 
Men, aud turned afide the ſtream of Mercies, when 
it was ready to flow in upon them. If Hith he) 
You will not believe, von ſhall not be eftabliſhed, Ha. 
7-9. The very Mercy but now promiſed concerning 
your Deliverance, ſhall be with-held. O! ſtop not 


| Sicels From Ireland, by Upbelief. 


. It diſhonours God. In the cloſe of this Verſe. it 


by iid, Abraham 7 tas eng 7 in Faith (or, flaggered not) 


| £ 9 5 glory i Gocl. To be eſtabliſhed in Believing, 
, 


ee 


2rve God the greareſt glory poſſible. Every ſtag- 
Thought that ariſeth tem this Root of Unbe- 


Z tet! ing Thom God of his Glory. 


. It robs him of the Glory of bis Truth. He hat 
believeth not God, hath made him a tar, becauſe he belie- 


| , veth, not his record, 1 Joh. 5. 10. Let Men pretend 
What they pleaſe, (as moſt an end we give in * 


dus 


Lg 
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ous Pretences for our Unbelief ) the bottom of all is, 
The queſtioning of the Truth of God in our falſe 
Hearts. LIE TH; 3 N | EN 
2. It robs him of the glory of bis Fidelity or Faith- 
fulneſs in the diſcharge of his Promiſes : If we confeſs 
ur fins; be is faithful to forgive us our ſins, 1 Joh. 
. 9. He hath engaged his Faithfulneſs in this Bu- 
ſineſs of the forgiveneſs of Iniquities : He, whoſe 
Right it is, calling that in queſtion, calls the faithful- 
neſs of God in queſtion. 
3. It robs him of the glory of his Grace. In a word, 
If a Man ſhould chuſe to ſet himſelf in an univerſal 
.. Oppoſition unto, God, he can think of no more com- 
pendious way than this. This then is the Fruit, this 
the Advantage of all our Staggering, we rob God of 
Glory, and our own Souls of Mercy... , 
U/e 5.] Be aſhamed of, and humbled for all your 
ſtaggerings at the Promiſes . of God, with all * 
_ fleſhly Reaſonings, and carnal. Contrivances ifluing 
\ therefrom. For the moſt part, we live upon Succeſ. 
les, not Promiſes : unleſs we ſee and feel the print 
of Vitories, we will not Believe. The Engagement 
of God is almoſt quite forgotten in our Affairs: We 
travel on without Chriſt, like his Mother, and ſup- 
poſe him only to be in the Croud: But we muſt fe- 
turn to ſeek him where we left him, or our journy- 
ing on will be to no purpoſee. "Ce 
When Job, after all his complaining, had ſeen hz 
End of the. Lord, he cries out. Now I abbor my ſelf 
in duſt and aſbes. You have ſeen the End of. the Lord 
in many of his Promiſes: Ob, that it might prevail 
to make you abhor your ſelves in Duſt and . Aſhes, 
for all your Carnal Fears and Corrupt Reaſoriings, 
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upon your Staggerings. 
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he is humbled for it. Is this to be thankful, to for- 


| Rulers of ſo great a Nation: Oh, be much more care- 
ful about ſuch things as will diſhonour you as Belie- 
vers; That's your greateſt Title, That's your chiefeſt 


| the future: Say unto God, How Faithful art thou 
in all thy Ways! How able to perform all thy Pro- 


ven and Earth! Who would not put their Truſt in 
admit in our Hearts the leaſt ſtaggering at the ſtabi- 
\ lity of thy Word. . 


Oppoſitions He that believeth, will not make hae. 
Be not haſiy in your Reſolves in any Diſtreſs: * - 
10 as. ® 4 25 | | or - 4» W 
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When David enjoyed his promiſed Mercy, he eſpe- 
cially ſhames himlelt for every thought of Unbelief 
that he had whilſt he waited for it: I /aid, (faith 
he) in my baſte, That all men were liars. And now 


get our provoking Thoughts of Unbelief, when the 
Mercy is enjoyed ? The Lord ſet it home upon 
your Spirits, and give it to receive its due manife- 
ſtation. 1 1 

1. If there be any Counſels, Deſigns, Contrivances 
on foot amongſt us, that are bottomed on our Stag- 
gering at the Promiſe under which we are; Oh, let 
them be inſtantly caſt down to the Ground. Let not 
any be ſo fooliſh as to ſuppoſe that Unbelief will be 
a Foundation for quiet Habitations. You are careful 
to avoid all ways that might diſhonour you, as the 


Privilege. Search your own Thoughts, and if any 
Contrivance, any Compliance he found ſpringing up, 
whoſe ſeed was ſown by ſtaggering at the Promiſe, 
root them up, and caſt them out, before it be too 
mm -.: „„ 3 We 

2. Engage your Hearts againſt all ſuch Ways for 


miſes ! How haſt thou eſtabliſhed thy Word in Hea- 


thee ? We defire to be aſhamed, That ever we ſhould 


3. Act as Men bottomed upon xnſhaken things, 
that are not at all moved by the greateſt appearing © .. 
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FR the accompliſhment of the Viſion, for it will come. 
80 long as wi. are in the Way ot God, and do 
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